worthy of our consideration, and weé would call upon every oper-
ative in our city, aye, throughout the length and breadth of the
land, to awake from the lethargy which has fallen upon them,
and assert and maintain their rights. We call upon you for ac-
tion—united and immediate action. But, says one, let us wait il we
are stronger. In the language of one of old, we ask, when shall we
be stronger? Will it be the mext week, or the next year? Wwill it be
when we are reduced to the service conditions of the poor opera-
tives of England? for verily we chall be and that right soon, if
matters be suffered to remain as they are. Says another, how shall
we act? we are but one amongst a thousand, what shall we do
that our influence may be felt in this vast multitude? We answer
there is in this city an Association calied the Female Labor Re-
form Association, having for its professed object, the amelioration
of the condition of the operative. Enrolled upon its records are the
names of five hundred members-—come then, and add thereto
five hundred or rather five thousand more, and in the strength of
our united influence we will soon show these drivelling cotton
Jords, this mushroom aristocracy of New England, who so arro-
gantly aspire to lord it over God’s heritage, that our rights cannot
be trampled upon with jmpunity; that we will no longer submit
to that arbitrary power which has for the last ten years been so
abundantly exercised over Us.

One word ere we close, to the hardy Emm@mbama yeomanry
and mechanics, among the Granite Hills of New Hampshire, the
woody forests of Maine, the cloud capped mountains of Vermont,
and the busy, bustling towns of the old Bay State—ye! who have
daughters and sisters toiling in these sickly prison-houses which
are scattered far and wide over each of these States, we appeal to
you for aid in this matter. Do you ask how that aid can be admin-
istered? We answer through the Ballot Box. Yes! if you have one
spark of sympathy for our condition, carry it there, and see to it
that you send to preside in the Coumncils of each Commonwealth,
men who have hearts as well as heads, souls as well as bodies;
men who will watch zealously over the interests of the laborer in
every department; who will protect him by the strong arm of the
law from the encroachments of arbitrary power; who will see thal
he is not deprived of those rights and privileges which God and
Nature have bestowed upon him-—yes, :

- his sufferings are less than those of the free laborer
- at wages.”

From every rolling river,

From mountain, vale and plain,
We call on you to deliver

Us, from the tyrant's chain:

And shall we call in vain? We trust not. More anon.
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“If the slave has never been a free man, we think

g .

W..._Hsmﬁmqm& Workers
Are Worse Off than

: O_ﬂm.mﬁmm A. Brownson (1803-1876)

ﬁ_m_ development of the factory system of wage labor in ear]
. .mﬁmmdg-mmﬂfn% America, especially in New England no.:.M
ded with the rise of the movement to abolish slavery. Both crit-
s.and defenders of slavery compared the wage m%mwmﬁ to the
avery system of labor; both systems were contrasted with the
merican ideal of a nation of self-employed farmers and artisans
me argued that w.rm system of slavery in the South was actuall :
re humane and just than the wage labor system of the North Y
M moz_oiuﬂm viewpoint is by Orestes A. Brownson, a New En-
A writer and religious leader and one-time associate of Ralph
aldo Emerson and Henry David Thoreau. At the time the view-
._ﬁ,.émm written, Brownson was a Unitarian minister and an ac-
in the Democratic Party. In the essay, which is taken from an
Assue of the Boston Quarterly Review, a journal Brownson
: ted in 1838, he asserts that wage laborers, such as the
men who work in the textile factories in Lowell, Mas-
WWM@ experience greater hardship than black mymd‘\mm. Al-
A ..Qmm condemns slavery, he argues that slaves are at least
le ood and shelter by their masters and are spared the
e it worry m.um starvation due to unemployment or low wages
ary to the impressions provided by “distinguished immop,m:.

..w ! P .
wm A. Brownson, “The H.m_uﬂdﬁm Classes,” Bostar Quarterly Review, Tuly 1840,
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to Lowell and other factories, he maintains, the factory system of
labor causes most workers to “wear out their health, spirits, and
morals.” Unlike fifty years ago, he writes, workers no longer have
the option of moving to new jands and becoming farmers. He
contends that owners of factories who decry slavery in the South
are hypocrites who are exploiting the labor of others.

Hb regard to Jabor two systems obtain; one that of slave labor,
the other that of free labor, Of the two, the first is, in our judg-
ment, except so far as the feelings are concerned, decidedly the
least oppressive. If the slave has never been a free man, we think,
as a m@»@.& rule, his sufferings are less than those of the free la-
borer at wages. As to actual freedom one has just about as much
as the other. The laborer at wages has all the disadvantages of
freedom and none of its blessings, while the slave, if denied the
blessings, 18 freed from the disadvantages. We are no advocates of
slavery, we are as heartily opposed to it as any modern abolition-
ist can be; but we say frankly that, if there must always be a la-
poring population distinct from proprietors and employers, we
regard the slave system as decidedly preferable to the system at
wages. It is no pleasant thing to go days without food, to lie idle
for weeks, seeking work and finding none, to rise in the morning
with a wife and children you love, and know not where to pro-
cure them a breakfast, and to see constantly before you no
brighter prospect than the almshouse. Yet these are no unfrequent. -
incidents in the lives of our laboring population. Even in seasons
of general prosperity, when there was only the ordinary cry of
“hard times,” we have seen hundreds of people in a not very
populous village, in 2 wealthy portion of our common country;
suffering for the want of the necessaries of life, willing to work,
and yet finding no work to do. Many and many is the application
of a poor man for work, merely for his food, we have seen r
jected. These things are little thought of, for the applicants are
poor; they fill no conspicuous place in society, and they have 10
piographers. But their wrongs are chronicled in heaven. 1t is sai
there is no wanf in this country. There may be less than in SOMmE
other countries. But death by actual starvation in this country Is
we apprehend, no uncommon occurrence. The sufferings of
quiet, unassuming, but useful class of females in our cities;:
general sempstresses, to0 proud to get or to apply to the almis:
house, are not easily told. They are industrious; they do all that
they can find to do; but yet the little there is for them to do, am
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WMM WHMMWHmWHmQWM$M5nm they receive for it, is hardly sufficient to
nd body together. And yet there is a m

. an who em-

%__.w%m mm::. to make shirts, trousers, &c., and grows rich on ﬁrﬂw
w.w ors. He is one of our #mmwmnﬁwzm citizens, perhaps is praised in
ﬁ w. bmi%ﬁmﬁmam for his liberal donations to some charitable insti-
u ME. e passes among us as a pattern of morality, and is hon-
MMmS.mWW M worthy O.ﬁﬂmﬁmﬁ. And why should he not be, since our

community is made up of such as he mbm\ i
. i , sinc

mﬂmum% would ﬂoﬁ.am.um question his piety, lest they should WMMH
e reproach of infidelity, and lose their standing, and their

A . !
- salaries? Nay, since our clergy are raised up, educated, fashioned
r

and sustained by such as he? Not a few of our churches rest on

Mammon for their foundation. The basement is a trader’s shop

Factory Workers

.m - We pass through our manufacturing villages, m

o pear neat and flourishing. The Oﬁmamw?mm mam ~€mﬂmwwwmwwwgmm%m
- weare S_n.r well paid. They are said to be healthy, contented, and
rmm%um This is %rm fair side of the picture; the side exhibited wm di
h.ﬁbmﬁmrmq. visitors. There is a dark side, moral as well as ph .
“cal. Of the common operatives, few, if any, by their Smme u\mmMH

guire a competence. A few of what Carlyle terms not inaptly th
o&?mméaﬁm are well paid, and now and then an a mHW N :
verseer H.,ﬂmm in his coach. But the great mass émmw out mum.s
U%Mﬁ? spirits, and morals, without becoming one whit better MM
.m& ETMHW they commenced labor. The bills of mortality in these
5 %MM M wow_mmw mw.m not mgwﬁm\ we admit, for the poor girls when
he; onger go home to die. The average li i
Em.._.ém mean, of the girls that come to [work in m%mﬁmmmw%ﬁwwwﬁm
dﬁwm\ for instance, from Maine, New Hampshire, and <mu.npow;
we have been assured, is only about three years. What vmnoﬁmm
Wmﬁb E..Pmam_ Few of them ever marry; fewer still ever return to
ir native places with reputations unimpaired. “She h
Ewwa in a Factory,” is almost enough to damn to infam ﬂww
st worthy and virtuous girl. We know no sadder sight on Mﬁ?
one of our factory villages presents, when the bell at break of
mﬁoa at the hour of gwmwmmmv or dinner, calls out its hundreds
Eﬂhmmﬁ&m of operatives. We stand and look at these hard
! m< NMM and M,Nogmb hurrying in all directions, and ask our-
i prhere m% M e proceeds of their labors? The man who em-
Joen \Qﬁs or whom 9.8\ are toiling as so many slaves, is
f y nabobs, revelling in luxury; or he is a member of
egislature, enacting laws to put money in his own pocket; or
mﬂwmm_w‘mﬁ of Oo.BmHmmm\ oo.amﬂ&ﬁm for a high Tariff to \Sx
..o % e benefit of the rich; or in these times he is shed-
0c0 ile tears over the deplorable condition of the poor la-
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borer, while he docks his wages twenty-five per cent. . .. And this
man too would fain pass for a Christian and a republican. Fe
shouts for liberty, stickles for equality, and is horrified at a South-
ern planter who keeps slaves.

One thing is certain; that of the amount actually produced by
the operative, he retains a Jess proportion than it costs the master
to feed, clothe, and lodge his slave. Wages is a cunning device of
the devil, for the benefit of tender consciences, wWho would retain
all the advantages of the slave system, without the expense, trou-
ble, and odium of being slave-holders.

Slavery Is More Humane

George Fitzhugh, a Virginia lawyer, was one of the most outspoken de-
fenders of slavery. He argued that slaves were better off than werkers
in New England, England, and Erance. The following passage is taken
from an 1851 pamphlet that was reprinted in his 1854 book Sociclogy
for the South.

Slavery is too costly, too humane and merciful an institution for
France, England or New England. The free competition of labor and
capital in those countries where labor is redundant, is certain to
bring the wages of labor down to the minimum amount that will |
support human life. The employers of free laborers, like the riders of
hired horses, try to get the most possible work out of them, for the
least hire. They boast of the low rates at which they procure labor,
and still hold up their heads in society ancensured and unreproved.
No slaveholder was ever so brutal as to boast of the low wages he |
paid his slaves, to pride himself on feeding and clothing them |
badly—neglecting the young, the aged, the sick and infirmy such a
man wouldd be hooted from society as a meonster. Society hardly tol-
erates inhumanity to horses, much less to slaves. But disguise the
process a little, and it is a popular virtue to oppress free white poor
people. Get the labor of the able-bodied husband as cheap as you
can, and leave his wife, children and aged parents to starve, and
you are the beau ideal of a man in England and New England. Pub-
lic opinion, as well as natural feeling, requires a man to pay his
slave high wages; the same public opinion commends your clever-
ness in paying low wages to free Iaborers, and nature and con-
science oppose no obstacles to the screwing process. :

Messrs. Thome and Kimball, in their account of emancipation
of the West Indies, [James A. Thome and J. Horace Kimball,
Emancipation in the West Indies (New York: American Anti-Slavery
Society, 1838)] establish the fact that the employer may have the
same amount of labor done, twenty-five percent, cheaper than the
master. What does this fact prove, if not that wages is a more 50
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MMWMWW HM&N& of meﬁm labor than slavery? We really believe our
: ystem of labor is more oppressiv 1
chievous to morals, than the moﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ. We, Wwwmdwwmwfwwowm M”mw
both. We have no toleration for either system. We would mMm ﬁ%m
slave a man, but a free man, not a mere operative at wages. Thi
vm would not be were he now emancipated. Could the mﬂommobm
mem mmwmow all they propose, they would do the slave no service
ould emancipation work as well as they say, still it would do

. the slave no good. He would be a slave still, although with the ti-

ﬂm and nmﬂmm.o.m a .@mmgmﬂ. If then we had no constitutional objec-
tions to abolitionism, we could not, for the reason here implied

. - be abolitionists.
... The slave system, however, in name a i
. 2 . nd form, is gradually dis-
__.mm%mmﬁn.m from. Christendom. Tt will not subsist Eﬁmr HOﬁm%M w_‘wﬁ
- ts place is taken by the system of labor at wages, and this mw‘m.ﬁmg

“we hold, is no improvement upon the one it supplants. Neverthe-
ess the system of wages will triumph. It is the m%mwﬁ.: which i
name sounds honester than slavery, and in substance is m o
..m.uoﬁmwﬁ to the master. It yields the wages of iniquity, ﬁamﬂocﬂo HMM
M%%MM Hmﬁ”ﬂw%mw Mﬂﬁ therefore supplant slavery, and be sus-
“Now, what is the prospect of those who fall under the operation
of this m%mwmumw We ask, is there a reasonable chance that %ﬁ comn-
En._..ma&u_m portion of the present generation of laborers mrmm ever
become owners of a sufficient portion of the funds of mnomﬁomob
to be able to sustain themselves by laboring on their own ca #mﬂ
Eﬁpm\ as independent laborers? We need not ask this ﬁmmﬂoﬁ\
‘cﬂ;m,wmw%_uo&% knows there is not. Well, is the nOb&moM of a Hm.\
orer at wages the best that the great mass of the working peopl
ought to be m._u_m to aspire to? Is it a condition,—nay nmmm #ﬁwm
E.m.ﬁm a condition,—with which a man mromﬁ\ be satisfied; i
En_...,p he should be contented to live and die? o

Worsening Conditions

v our own counfry this condition has existed under its most fa-
rable aspects, and has been made as good as it can be. It has
nﬁm.&. all the excellence of which it is susceptible. It is ﬁ.oé not
iproving but growing worse. The actual condition of the work-
ginan to-day, viewed in all its bearings, is nol so good as it was
ty years ago. If we have not been altogether misinformed, fift
$.ag0, health and industrious habits, constituted no mbmmw
In trade, and with them almost any man might aspire to
% memm Mﬁnﬁw independence. But it is so no longer. The wilder-
e Mm_" _Mw , and already the new lands are beyond the reach
ere laborer, and the employer has him at his mercy. If the
t relation subsist, we see nothing better for him in reserve
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but sorhething altogether worse.

We are not ignorant of the fact that men born poor become
wealthy, and that men born to wealth become poor; but this fact
does not necessarily diminish the numbers of the poor, nOT autg-
ment the numbers of the rich. The relative numbers of the two
classes remain, or may remain, the same. But be this as it may;
one fact is certain, no man born poor has ever, by his wages, as a
simple operative, risen o the class of the wealthy. Rich he may
have become, but it has not been by his own manual labor. He
has in some way contrived to tax for his benefit the labor of oth-
ers. He may have accumulated a few dollars which he has placed
at usury, or invested in trade; or he may, as a master workman,
obtain a premium on his journeymen; Of he may have from a
clerk passed to a partner, or from a workman to an overseer. The
simple market wages for ordinary labor, has never been adequate
to raise him from poverty to wealth. This fact is decisive of the
whole controversy, and proves that
supplanted by some other system, or else one
race must forever be the virtual slaves of the other.

than what he now possesses,
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the system of wages must be
half of the human

Viewroint4

S is int the power of every young girl who comes here
. to S%M e Wam&ﬁ% every accomplishment, and get
- -as good an education as any lady in the cou f
- the slaves that privilege?” / niry. Have

W.___.__w._sn_smﬁmm_ Workers
Are Not Worse Off
than Black Slaves

megmsﬂsm Averill (dates unknown)

mwmmmnmv MMMMMWmmW om. ﬁﬂm South argued that its agricultural society
vas o the industrial economy evelving i
uF 1 g in the norther
ﬁmﬁmw mwnr more specifically, that slaves in the South were wm#mw
gt mwzmﬂog workers who worked for wages in places like
_.% , mmmmn_::mmﬁm. In 1850 Jeremiah Clemens, a senator from
. HMSH\A asked a series of questions concerning the state of fac-
b py M MMWHWWM. asserted that the “Southern slaves are better off
1 operatives.” Clementine Averill, a “f
. , actory-
Wmﬁmﬂu W%HMMNGW Emwﬂmnw_qzmmﬁm\ wrote a reply letter to ngmwm
ed in the New York Tribune and is reprin
. . . ted here.
.WMMWHEWMFG questions one by one, she describes mmw nOd&Eo%m
omﬁ% oyment in favorable terms and argues that there is no
mparison between her situation and that of chattel slaves

FER FROM A FACTORY-GIRL TO
E - SENAT
unicated for The Weekly Tribune. DR CLEMERS

Lowell, March 6, 1850.

!

.m.ﬁ.&bm Averill, “Lett .
rch 6, 1850, etter from a Factory-Girl to Senator Clemens,” Lowell Weekly
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My, Clemeng,—Sir, in some of the late papers I have read several
questions which you asked concerning the New England opera-
fives. They have been well answered perhaps, but enough has not
yet been said, and I deem it proper that the operatives should an-

swer for themselves.

Pay and Conditions of Work

1st, You wish to know what pay we have. 1 will speak only for

the gitls, and think T am stating it very low whe
average two dollars a week beside our board. [Tandreds of girls
in these mills clear from three to five d
who have not been here long, and
less than two dollars. If my wages are ever re
that, I shall seek employment elsewhere.

nd, Children are never take

the mill. What an idea! No person
its parents, whether they be black or white, bond or free, unless

there is danger of the child’s suffering harm by remaining with its
parents. Girls come here from the country of their own {free will,
because they can earn more money, and because they wish to see

and know more of the world.
3d, One manufacturer will e
other if they bring a regular disc
notice previous to leaving. ,
4th, We never work more than twelve and a half hours a day;
the majority would not be willing to work less, if their earnings.

were less, as they only intend working a few years, and they wish
for they have only one object in

to make all they can while here,

view.
5th, When operatives are sick they select their own physician,

and usually have money enough laid by to supply all their want
If they are sick long, and have not money enough, those wh
have give to them freely; for let me tell you, there is warms

hearted charity here, as well as hard work and economy. :
6th, T have inquired, but have not ascertained that one person
ever went from a factory to a poor-house in this city.
7th, Any person can see us, who wishes to, by calling for us at th
of labor by calling at our boardin:

harge and have given two weeks'

counting-room, or after hours

places. ‘
8th, The factory girls generally marry, and their husbands @

expected to care for them when old. There are some, howeve
who do not marry, but such often have hundreds and thousar
of dollars at interest; if you do not believe it, come and exai!
the bank-books and railroad stocks for yourself. g
oth, We have as much and as good foo 1
have warm biscuit, or nice toast and pie, with good bread atl
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n I say that we

ollars a week, while others,

1 from their parents and put into
has a right to take a child from @

mploy laborers dismissed by an- .

ﬂwmﬁ@mwmﬁ"mwwﬁm Mmm\ for breakfast; for dinner, meat and potatoes
ables, tomatoes and pickles i i ith
, pudding or pie
bread, %Eﬁmﬁ noﬁmm and tea; for supper we rmdmmanmwmammd%ww
MMMMHW@ MMnWF with some kind of sauce, cake, pie, and tea. But
stions seem to relate merely to OﬁHw im .
. nimal wants.
have all that is necessary for the health and comfort of the ﬂmmuw\/w m
/

: Mwmﬁ Mmﬂ% MMQ the ﬁn%mmﬁ person needs no more. But is the body
call? E no minds to improve, no hearts to purify?
- ’ ) .H..
2 ..m”‘ouam for our physical wants is our first mammw a:mw MMAMNWH
o EmroE. mental faculties may be fully developed. If we had no
- higher nature than the animal, life would not be worth possess-

are not used to the work, make “"ing; but we have Godlike faculties to cultivate and expand, with
, WITh~

duced lower than !

out limit and without end. What is the object of our existence, if it

s Emﬁ ﬂ m_.oﬁa\. Oomw and how shall we glorify him but by striv-
. Ew o.m.m like rﬁ.? aiming at the perfection of our whole nga
‘and ai .Em all within our influence in their ownward progr o
..”.Hum&mq.so? Do you think we would come here and ﬁo% mmm;mmm ﬁM
late with no other object in view than the gratification of Emem%H

imal propensities? No, we would not try to live; and this is

Slaves Lack Liberty

The following excerpt is taken fro .

. j ; e an August 5, 1847, article 1

N ﬁwonmw Anti-Slavery Standard refuting the assertion wrmm H.H\_uwwm
“trial wage earners are worse off than black siaves. -

Even in England, the condition of

‘ , ! the poorest people is f. -

wﬁ MM me Mm QHM ﬁmn%nmb mﬁ%mm\ for they mﬂmﬂmnWmENmMH%HMMw

12V —men to be cared for, and legistated f

pe for a chance to be legislators themsel . i by

-have the chance. The Americ eis ominely  dionnt e

. an slave is entirely a diff i

| though he may have enou T i o hes &

nd 4 gh to eat and to wear, and

%‘Mﬁﬁwmaﬁw\nﬁw@mﬂﬂhmm% w: day’s otherwise unrequited \Bmmmﬁm WM wm
L man, attel. This is all the difference in the Soim

There is no condition, here in New England, at least, SE.QT bears

d as we want. We usually:

Jeast resemblance to the conditi
X . ition of the Southern ch —
MHMWQE%WMW .aw.m.mmgmw ﬁﬂm name of White Slavery. HWMmWMﬁMW a
152 ilities which the poor labour und i
dy remedy for these should % i e
! e the wish of ev
y:ithe wish, but the sfforf. A considerati e e
: , } tion of evil to th
Id blind no one to the hardshi , of hi S and it & oot
. ships of his neighbours; iti
to. But it should be recollected th B tinct e e
) t the extinction of ch,
ery—the ownership of man b o is to b e
y another man—is to preced
Mwﬂm“b%on mWerb EcmMMHsB himself before he can omS MMMM
=51 , ouse, or furniture, or railroad stock;
on of Slavery will be the onl 4 i PocK and the
: 2 y way to bring ab -
the condition of man Ewosmromm the Som_a. outageneralre




wherein consists the insult, both in your questions and in your re-
marks in the Senate; as though to provide for the body was all we
had to live for, as though we had no immortal minds to train for
usefulness and a glorious existence.

Comparisons with Slavery

Let us see whether the “Southern slaves are better off than the
Northern operatives.” As I have said, we have all that is necessary
for health and comfort. Do the slaves have more? It is in the power
of every young girl who comes here to work, if she has good
health and no one but herself to provide for, to acquire every ac-
complishment, and get a8 good an oducation as any lady in the
country. Have the slaves that privilege? By giving two weeks’ no-
tice we can leave when we please, visit our friends, attend any
school, or travel for pleasure or information. Some of us have vis-
ited the White Mountains, Niagara Falls, and the city of Washing-
ton; have talked with the President, and visited the tomb of him
who was greatest and best. Would that our present rulers had a
portion of the same spirit which animated him; then would mis-
rule and oppression cease, and the gathering storm pass harmless
by. Can the slaves leave when they please, and go where they
please? Are they allowed to attend school, or travel for pleasure,
and sit at the same table with any gentlemen or lady? Some of the

operatives of this city have been teachers in institutions of learning |

in your own State. Why do your people send here for teachers if
your slaves are better off than they? Shame on the man who
would stand up in the Senate of the United States, and say that the
slaves at the South are better off than the operatives of New En-
gland; such a man is not fit for any office in a free country. Are we
tom from our friends and kindred, sold and driven about like cat-.

tle, chained and whipped, and not allowed to speak one word in.
while the’

I would most earnestly’

self-defense? We can appeal to the laws for redress,
glaves cannot. . .  And now, Mr. Clemens,
invite you, Mr. Foote, [Henry Stuart Foote, U.S. Senator from Mis

sissippil and all other Southern men who want to know anything

about us, to come and see us. We will treat you with all the polite
ness in our power. 1 should be pleased to see you at my boarding:.
place, No. 61 Kirk Street, Boott Corporation. In closing, 1 must say.
that T pity riot only the slave, but the slave-owner. 1 pity him fo
his want of Huaﬂn.%rw for his hardness of heart and wrong educa-:
tion. May God, in his infinite mercy, convince all pro-slavery mel
of the great sin of holding their fellow-men in bondage! May I
turn their hearts from cruelty and oppression to the love of himse!
and all mankind! Please excuse me for omitting the “Hon.” befo!
your name. I cannot apply titles where they are not deserved. -
Clementine Ave
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